FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Susan J. Oliver
773.263.3030
soliver@interaccess.com

ASTRA MANUFACTURERS DONATE TOYS TO PROGRAMS SERVING
HOMELESS CHILDREN IN PHILADELPHIA
Chicago, IL (July 17, 2017) Specialty toy manufacturers donated five truckloads of toys to nearly
a dozen Bright Spaces® sites in Philadelphia, PA following the largest ever Marketplace &
Academy trade show and conference in June, the American Specialty Toy Retailing Association
(ASTRA) announced today. The products went from the Pennsylvania Convention Center, where
Marketplace & Academy was held, to the intake center and several family shelters that are run
by the Philadelphia Office of Homeless Services for use in Bright Spaces programs that are
located in the shelters.
“Giving back to Philadelphia was a fitting way to end a successful ASTRA Marketplace &
Academy on the 25th anniversary of our founding,” said Kimberly Mosley, Present of ASTRA. “It
was a collaborative effort, with the convention center team connecting ASTRA to the city
agency that provides critical services to homeless children or children impacted by domestic
violence. Our show exhibitors are always generous, but when they heard that the toys will be
used in warm, safe, enriching places where play helps children heal from trauma and
experience the joy of childhood, many were eager to participate.”
Cameron Passmore of Green Toys Inc. in Sausalito, CA commented, “We are thrilled to donate
every year after Marketplace & Academy as a way to give back to the communities that so
graciously support us for the show. We love the ASTRA community and we love to help kids, so
this program is a great fit for our company’s values.”
In the Bright Spaces programs that are housed in Philadelphia homeless shelters, children can
play, families can gather, and agency staff can provide programming and services to families in
need. The goal is to create a safe, supportive atmosphere to foster resiliency in children and
build stronger families.
…more…
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Staff from the Pennsylvania Convention Center and the Philadelphia Office for Homeless Services display
toys donated by ASTRA retailers following ASTRA’s Marketplace & Academy

About the American Specialty Toy Retailing Association (ASTRA)
Founded in 1992, the American Specialty Toy Retailing Association (ASTRA) is an international notfor-profit trade organization that develops and supports a membership of independent retailers,
manufacturers and sales representatives in the toy industry. Inspired to change the world through
the power of play, ASTRA is a community of dedicated professionals committed to providing
children with healthy, quality play materials that have a high play value and are designed with a
focus on what the child can do, rather than what the toy can do. Through certification programs,
educational resources and networking opportunities, ASTRA equips and empowers members to
make a positive impact on the economy and culture of the communities they serve. For more
information, visit www.astratoy.org/.
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